
The
Eight
National
Safeguarding
Standards

We work every day towards to our vision of a safe Catholic Church in England
and Wales.

Our main focus is to inspect safeguarding in the Church and to share what we
find.

Church leaders work with us, and have committed to a common set of
national safeguarding standards to help protect children, and adults who may
be vulnerable or at risk.
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Our role, through our inspection process, is to ensure compliance with those
standards.

The eight standards lay out what CSSA expects in terms of level of
safeguarding practice in church bodies (that is, dioceses and religious life
groups).

We want the Church to succeed in safeguarding and we will do everything we
can to support best safeguarding practice.

But we will leave no stone unturned when it comes to keeping people safe and
preventing future harm.

Standard 1:
Safeguarding Is
Embedded In
The Church
Body’s
Leadership,
Governance,
Ministry And
Culture

Standard 2:
Communicate
The Church’s
Safeguarding
Message

Standard 3:
Engage With
And Care For
Those Who
Report Having
Been Harmed

Standard 4:
Effectively
Manage
Allegations And
Concerns

The central importance of respect, trust, and
safety always i.e. “safeguarding”, is recognised
and prioritised in all the decisions and actions of
the Church body. Effective safeguarding is
embedded in the Church body’s leadership,
governance, ministry, and culture.

The criteria which indicate that this standard is
being met include:

LGC1: Leadership – The Church body will:

Have a zero-tolerance approach to all abuse.
Seek and support the engagement of those
who report having been harmed in contacts
with personnel of the Church body, listen and
respond to them.
Make publicly available statements of its
safeguarding commitments that are
displayed within any location (e.g. physical
and online) that it operates.
Ensure a culture of safeguarding, as
everyone’s responsibility and integral to its
mission and ministry, is championed by its
leadership.

LGC 2: Governance – The Church body’s
leadership will:

Establish and regularly update their
governance arrangements to ensure that
they facilitate the implementation of the
safeguarding standards.
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Standard 5:
Manage And
Support
Subjects Of
Allegations And
Concerns
(Respondents)

Standard 6:
Implement
Robust Human
Resource
Management

Standard 7:
Provide And
Access Training
And Support For
Safeguarding

Standard 8:
Quality Assure
Compliance To
Continuously
Improve
Practice

Set out clearly the responsibilities of
Bishops/Superiors, Parish Priests / Religious
Life Group members and other leaders of
ministries and services for safeguarding
practice to enable effective adherence to the
agreed standards.
Establish a safeguarding committee made
up of leaders of the Church body and
professional experts to drive their
Safeguarding Implementation Plan and
oversee their safeguarding practices.
Develop and publish a Safeguarding
Implementation Plan and ensure that
governance arrangements facilitate its
delivery and review.
Provide adequate resources, recruit, and
support suitably trained and experienced
safeguarding personnel to deliver resilient
safeguarding services at every level including
that of the parish and other ministries and
services.

LGC: 3: Ministry and Culture – The Church body’s
leadership will:

Identify, prevent, and mitigate safeguarding
risks in its structures, culture, and practice of
ministry.
Provide a safe environment in all its places of
ministry.
Promote the work of the safeguarding lead /
team as a source of expertise and influence
throughout the Church body.
Actively promote the Caring Safely for Others
pastoral standards produced by the Bishops’
Conference and / or the Integrity in Ministry
standards produced by the Conference of
Religious.
Encourage and support a culture of
transparency.
Adhere to information sharing practices and
record creation policies that have been
agreed nationally.
Promote constructive engagement with the
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
and the Strategic Council for Catholic
Safeguarding.

The following represents evidence that could be
used to indicate compliance with this standard:
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Existence of a written safeguarding
implementation plan for the Church body.
Commitment to the Safeguarding
Implementation Plan being regularly review
and amended.
Definition of the responsibilities of all involved
in leadership in the Church body in
contributing to effective safeguarding.
The minutes of leadership meetings
containing reference to safeguarding
matters being discussed in line with the
standards.
Regular liaison with the CSSA and their
advice being sought.

 

[1] The term “Church body” is used to refer to a diocese, or a member of
Religious Life Groups. We recognise that it is not a canonical term as such.

[2] Refer to the National Tribunal Service, according to approved procedures.

[3] This may be referred to as a Strategic Plan
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